
Berlin Township Parks and Trails Committee 1 

of Delaware County, OH 43015 2 

Regular Meeting 3 

Thursday, March 10, 2022: 6:30 p.m. 4 

 5 

CALL TO ORDER 6 

The meeting was held at Berlin Township Hall, 3271 Cheshire Rd, and was called to order by 7 

Trustee Raehll at 6:30 p.m. 8 

Committee members present: President Zach Brown, Vice President Joann Workman, Secretary 9 

Christina Littleton, Coli Lucas, Mark Rawdon 10 

Also present: Trustee Raehll 11 

Not present: Hillary Cerny 12 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 13 

Ms. Littleton stated that the meeting was advertised in the Delaware Gazette on February 22, 14 

2022. 15 

AGENDA ITEM: NOMINATIONS OF OFFICERS 16 

Trustee Raehll nominated Mr. Brown for Parks and Trails Committee President for 2022. Mr. 17 

Rawdon seconded the motion. There were no further nominations. 18 

Vote: Rawdon, yes; Brown, yes; Lucas, yes; Workman, yes; Littleton, yes. 19 

Motion carried, Mr. Brown was elected Parks and Trails Committee President for 2022. 20 

Trustee Raehll nominated Ms. Workman for Parks and Trails Committee Vice President for 21 

2022. Mr. Rawdon seconded the motion. There were no further nominations. 22 

Vote: Rawdon, yes; Brown, yes; Lucas, yes; Workman, yes; Littleton, yes. 23 

Motion carried, Ms. Workman was elected Parks and Trails Committee Vice President for 2022. 24 

Trustee Raehll nominated Ms. Littleton for Parks and Trails Committee Secretary for 2022. Ms. 25 

Lucas seconded the motion. There were no further nominations. 26 

Vote: Lucas, yes; Rawdon, yes; Brown, yes; Workman, yes; Littleton, yes. 27 

Motion carried, Ms. Littleton was elected Parks and Trails Committee Secretary for 2022. 28 

 29 



AGENDA ITEM: CONFIRM 2022 SCHEDULE 30 

The list of meeting dates was reviewed. No changes were made. 31 

Thursday, 3/10 - 6:30pm 32 

Thursday, 4/7 - 6:30pm 33 

Thursday, 6/9 - 6:30pm 34 

Thursday, 8/11 - 6:30pm 35 

Thursday, 10/13 - 6:30pm 36 

Thursday, 12/8 - 6:30pm 37 

Trustee Raehll explained how future meetings will be conducted. She explained some of the 38 

rules and intricacies involved, including the Ohio Sunshine Laws. 39 

AGENDA ITEM: REVIEW CURRENT TOWNSHIP AND SURROUNDING AREA OPPORTUNITIES 40 

Trustee Raehll presented the Comprehensive Land Use Map, a map of the township containing 41 

current zoning and planned uses. She led the committee members in a discussion, familiarizing 42 

everyone with existing recreational areas in the township such as campgrounds, equestrian 43 

trails, mountain bike trails, and primitive hiking trails. Planned development sites and potential 44 

Berlin Township plans were identified as well. 45 

Trustee Raehll inquired about areas of opportunity recognized by the committee members. Ms. 46 

Lucas said connections to existing recreational areas, Alum Creek, and between neighborhoods 47 

are important. Ms. Littleton added the importance of traveling to these locations safely. 48 

There was discussion about trails that will be coming with upcoming developments in the 49 

township and the connections they will make. 50 

Trustee Raehll noted recreational opportunities in the Berlin Business Park. She said it is 51 

important to include these in our master plan to inform developers and encourage them to 52 

include our ideas in their development plans. 53 

Mr. Rawdon said there is a desire from residents for a pool or aquatic center. Several members 54 

said they received similar responses. 55 

Ms. Lucas said she received requests for ball fields. 56 

Mr. Rawdon asked about connections to the Ohio to Erie Trail. There was a discussion about 57 

different connection options. Trustee Raehll identified some connection challenges, including 58 

crossing the bridge over the lake and passing through yards of existing homes. 59 

Trustee Raehll mentioned two upcoming developments with community accessible parks and 60 

connecting trails. 61 



Mr. Brown said it would be nice to have a trail that loops around the lake, connecting to Orange 62 

Township, the Ohio to Erie Trail, and the Delaware trail system. Ms. Lucas added it would be 63 

good to make a connection with the extensive trails in Genoa Township as well. 64 

Trustee Raehll mentioned there are no plans for trails in Brown Township to the north, 65 

therefore no opportunity for connection. 66 

Ms. Lucas said another common request from residents is covered picnic areas. She also noted 67 

a common theme of residents’ willingness to pay for parks. 68 

There was a discussion about funding. Trustee Raehll explained the funds available to 69 

townships and how they are largely from property taxes. Ms. Lucas asked how to determine the 70 

feasibility of levies vs. projects. Trustee Raehll added the use of grants is a likely source of 71 

funding as well. 72 

Mr. Rawdon said that the committee can create a 5 to 10 year plan and perhaps more costly 73 

items such as a pool could be slated toward the end of that 10 years to distribute funding. 74 

Trustee Raehll pointed out parcels of land for parks that provided an opportunity for purchase 75 

by the township. These areas were located in the business park and included land owned by the 76 

county that had previously been planned for water sanitation.  77 

Mr. Brown asked what the committee’s next steps should be. 78 

AGENDA ITEM: GOALS 79 

Trustee Raehll said a resident survey should be top priority. 80 

The committee established a list of goals for 2022. 81 

Completing survey 82 

Recommend a master plan to Trustees 83 

Pursue grant opportunities 84 

Establish relationships with neighboring townships and knowledgeable people   85 

Identify tax base, number of homes 86 

Mr. Rawdon shared that Berkshire Township recommended not to put all your eggs in one 87 

basket when considering a levy. He mentioned Beth Hugh with Korda Engineering that would 88 

be a valuable resource to the committee. There was discussion about connections with various 89 

people in the community that could also be helpful. 90 

Trustee Raehll mentioned a challenge the committee will likely encounter when trying to pass a 91 

levy will be answering the question, “Why do we need a park when we have Alum Creek?” 92 

Committee members should be prepared to answer that.  93 



There was discussion about the possibility of having a trail around the lake. Trustee Raehll 94 

stated that a few years ago the township was told they were allowed to put trails in the park as 95 

long as they also assumed responsibility for their maintenance. Neither the park nor the 96 

township assumed that responsibility at that time and the plans were halted. 97 

Trustee Raehll suggested one of the committee members get in contact with Jeff Large, the 98 

ODNR Parks Manager for Alum Creek. 99 

Mr. Rawdon suggested the committee reference the Delaware County trail plan. He added that 100 

a committee member should contact Glen Fisher, who is involved with Delaware County trails 101 

and Orange Township. 102 

Trustee Raehll indicated goals for the committee’s next meeting on April 7, 2022. These were 103 

compiling a list of survey questions, finalizing 2022 goals, and establishing a relationship with 104 

surrounding areas and community members. 105 

Ms. Workman asked if the committee can invite some of these individuals to speak at future 106 

meetings. Trustee Raehll said yes. 107 

Ms. Lucas asked if the surveys have to be through a company. Trustee Raehll said yes, they 108 

have to be validated and official. 109 

Ms. Workman suggested having a map to mark up with ideas. Trustee Raehll agreed. 110 

Trustee Raehll left the meeting for a prior engagement. 111 

Ms. Workman said we should assign members to reach out to certain community members. 112 

Assignments were made. 113 

Ms. Workman suggested the committee exchange contact information in order to share leads, 114 

while still maintaining Sunshine Laws. Mr. Brown made note of members’ e-mail addresses. 115 

Ms. Marshall, a resident in attendance, said she will submit an application to join the Parks and 116 

Trails Committee. 117 

Ms. Marshall asked if there is a way to appeal to land owners to donate or sell land for parks? 118 

Ms. Lucas said if the master plan is in place, developers may be inclined to include recreational 119 

areas.  120 

Ms. Littleton led a discussion about the Berlin Business Park Overlay, including greenspace 121 

requirements. She mentioned some developers have offered more greenspace in order 122 

compensate for diversions.  123 

AGENDA ITEM: PARKS AND TRAILS POTENTIAL SURVEY 124 

Mr. Brown asked for potential survey questions. 125 

The committee compiled a list of survey questions and topics. 126 



1. What is most important to you? (Ranked choice) Community pool, connecting trails, ball 127 

fields, covered picnic area, playground, rec center 128 

2. Every resident should have a natural area within a 15 minute walk. (agree, disagree) 129 

3. Are you willing to pay for parks? How much? 130 

4. What kind of park do you want (what activities)? 131 

5. What do you want in a trail? Walking, running, biking, paved, gravel, grass? 132 

6. Natural play areas? Traditional play areas? 133 

7. How many people per age group in household? 134 

8. Median household income? 135 

9. How often do you frequent parks? 136 

10. Anyone in household with disabilities? 137 

11. Is a swimming facility needed? What kind? 138 

12. Are flush restrooms important? 139 

13. Are tennis and basketball courts important? 140 

14. Is it important that the park is wooded? 141 

AGENDA ITEM: LATE ITEMS 142 

Mr. Rawdon said trails in the township could be made available to triathletes for a fee. This 143 

would help fund maintenance.  144 

Mr. Rawdon mentioned plans for extending multipurpose trails near the Alum Creek Dam. He 145 

added the desire to add a multipurpose trail across the dam, but that it is a very costly project.   146 

Ms. Workman asked how the surveys will reach the residents. There was a discussion. 147 

Ms. Workman reviewed homework for the next meeting. 148 

Ms. Lucas asked about talking points with surrounding community members. There was a 149 

discussion. 150 

Mr. Rawdon said he would ask Beth Hugh and Sylvia Chelf to speak at the next meeting. They 151 

will be able to provide a wealth of knowledge. He said he would also look at other communities’ 152 

master plans for ideas. 153 

Mr. Rawdon mentioned there are some shelter houses available for rent near the dam. Ms. 154 

Littleton said she believed there were some picnic areas at the marinas too. 155 

Ms. Littleton said the next regular scheduled meeting is April 7, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at the 156 

Township Hall. 157 

Motion to adjourn and second. Meeting was adjourned. 158 


